- DEPARTMENT OF STALE 'V t~a !
Declassified anciApproved For Release 2012/11/21 :EA-RD_F?O86C‘)1297ROOO100(560061?6 X

L) 03 G O

~4;'1R‘I IS At Akh o ] . . ) 10087-2680
] | Origino! 1o be Filed in Decentralized Files. FILE DESIGNATION
I 1 MEA =y / TN
| _. —UNEEASSEFTRD— /A3
B / ‘ W 4 ¥ ) ANIILING INDICATOR . /“
; ~
et Hi S T0 : Department of State
S W‘—f} E.0. 11652: N/A
; I S— _— TAGS: PLOS MP
S 104 INFO: AmBmbassy VICTORIA
- "',, “_.“4:,.__!’““_“__..__
e
A B ™' |FROM  : AmEmkcassy Port Louis DATE: June 3, 1977
. ) - "
S " | "M® |SUBJECT : The Maritime Zones Act of}Mauritius \ ;i
SR S ISR L__--—-- b
O METTTAREF o port Touls _060L =
i =
L r =
o i On May *1, 1977, the Mauritius Legislative Assembly passed S
LLE TED LISTHIBUTION the Maritime ZonesPBill which formally extends the territorial E;
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' ; THE MARITINE ZONES BILL

[Fo. 1977/

i . Explanatory Memorandun

This Bill makes provision for certain matters relating to
the territorial waters, the continental shelf, the exclusive economic

zone and the historic waters of Mauritius.

April, 1977 Prime Minister

LD e S e 2 vt X T

THE MARITIME ZONES BILL

[Fo. of 1977/

Arrangenent of Clauses

CLAUSE
1. Short title.
2. Interpretation.
3. Sovereignty over and limits of territorial waters.
4. Use of territorial waters by foreign ships.
5 Continental shelf, .
6. Exclusive economic zone.
Te Rights over continental shelf and exclusive economdc zone.
8. Historic Waters.
9. Designated areas of the continentul shelf and exclusive
economic zone.
10. Extension of enactments.
11, Publication of charts,
12, Offences,
13, Offences by agent and body corporate.
14, Application of Act.
15. Regulations,
6. Covnmencement .
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b A_BILL
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: g To provide for certain matters relating to the territorial
waters, the continental shelf, the exclusive economic zone -
and the historic waters of Mauritius.
ENACTED by the Parliament of Mauritius as follows-
Bhort title, 1, This Act may be cited as the Maritime Zones Act 1977.
|
o
¢ Interpretation. 2, In this Act-
3 ,:i i "baseline" means the baseline as determined in accordance
4

.with the straight baseline system;

"continental shelf" means the continental shelf of
Mauritius;

"designated area" means an area declared as such under
section 9;

"exclusive economic zone" means the exclusive economic

zone of Mauritius;

7Lomc1 Lncludes sucL- "historic waters" means the historic waters of Mauritius;-f
3 .
fcat

R

!’ laces o ar o "limit", i lati to the t itorial wat th
5 wy be desc ) imit", in relation to the territorial waters, the

" the (Te 3o, L continentrl shelf, the exclusive economic zone or the
g wisler 29 . . _ . -

3,,_ tice podlesbad in historic waters of Mauritius, means the limit -af such
', He Gazett reghbs ever waters, shelf, exclusive economi¢ zoné or historic

' which ave o iy ' waters with reference to the individual or composite

ibecwme exerccTable by, group or groups of islands constituting the territory

tu Stet gf Maurhus. of Mauritius;

"resources" includes living and non=living resources as well
as resources for the production of energy from tides,
winds and currents;

: o
o o T AR ik e

"gubmarines" includes underwater vehicles however propelled;

"territorial waters" means the territorial w_ﬁ:ers of
Mauritins,

Sovereignty / 3. (1) The sovereignty of Mauritius extends and has always extended’

over and limit . , P .

} of torri torials to the territorial waters {nf/ﬂaimiﬂ&a]and to the seabed and subsoil
t

|

! aters, . underlying, and the air space over, such waters.
! .
f (2) The limit of the territorial waters is the line every point
; of which is at a distance of twelve nautical miles from the nearest
! point of the baseline.

l
|

g e e~ TV
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(3) Notwithstanding anything contnined in subsection (2), where
the Prime Minister considers it necessary so to do having regard to
| International Law and State practice, he miy, subject to subsection (4),

vbyv Order published in the Gazette, amend the linit of the territorial

waters,
' (4) No Order shall be made under subsection (3) unless the draft

of the Order has been approved hy the Legislative Assenbly,

Use of territorial 4. (1) without prejudice to any other enactment in force but subject

:sxt'::li.:nbss’}ﬁ.ps. to subsections (2), (3) and (4), all foreign ships (other than warships,
including submarines) shall enjoy the right of innocent passage

through the territorial waters,

(2) Poreign warships, including submarines, may enter or pass
through the territorial waters after giving notice to the Permanent

Secretary, Prime Minister's O0ffice.

(3) Submrine shall, while passing through the territorial

waters, navignte on the surface and show their flag.

(4) VWhere the Prime Minister is oatisfied that it is necessary

so to do=

(a) in the interest of public zafety, public order,

defence or security of Mauritius or any part thereof; or

(b) in pursuance of any treaty to which Mauritius is 2
-4
party,

he may, by Order published in the Gazettc, suspend, whether absolutely
or subject to such exceptions and qualifications as may be specified
in the Order, the entry of any class of foreign ships into such area

of the territorial waters as may be specified in the Order.

Continental 5. (1) The continental shelf comprises the seabed nnd subsoil of
shelf. the submarine areas that extend beyond the limit of the territorial
waters throughout the natural prolongation of the land territory of

Mauritius-
(a) to the outer edge of the continentzl mergin; or i

. (b) to a distance of two hundred nautical miles from
the baseline where the outer edge of the continental
shelf does not extend up to that distance.

(2) Hauritius has, and always had, full and exclusive sovereign

rights in respect of the continental shelf.

Exclusive . 6, (1) The exclusive ceononic zona is the area beyond and adjacent

economic zone . . . R
. * ¥ the territorial waters and which extends to a distance of two

hundred nautical miles from the basceline.
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Rights over
continental
"shelf and
exclusive
economic
wone,

-3 - i
(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsection {1), where the
Prime Minister congiders it necessary so to do having regard to International
Law and State practice, he may, subject to subzection (3), by Order published

in the Gazette, amend the limit of the exclusive economic zone as specified

in subsection (1).

(3) No Order shall be made under subsection (2) unless the draft of
the Order has been approved by the Legislative Assembly.

7. (1) Without prejudice to sections 3, 5 and 6, but subject to subsections
(3) and (6) Mauritius has, in the continental shelf and the exclusive

economic zone =

(a) sovereign rights for the purposes of exploration, exploitation,

conservation and management of all resources;

(b) exclusive rights and jurisdiction for the construction,
maintenance or operation of artificial islands, off-shore
terminals, installations and other structures and devices
necessaxy for the exploration and exploitation of
rescurces or for the convenience of shipping or for any

other purpose;

(c) exclusive jurisdiction to authorise, regulate and control

scientific research;

(d) exclusive jurisdiction to preserve and protect the marine
environment and to prevent and control marine pollution;

and

(e} such other righte as are recognised by International Law

or State practice.

(2) Except in accordance with the terms of any agreement entered
a
into with Mouritiue or of/licence granted by or under-theauthority of the
Prime Minister, ne person shall, in relation to the continental shelf or

the exclusive economic zone -
(a) oxplore or exploit any resources;
(b) carry out any search, cxcavetion or drilling
operations;
(c) conduct any rescarch;
(4) construct, maintain or operete any artificial
igland, off-shore terminal, installation or

other structure or device.
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(3) Subject to subsection (4) and to any measures that may be
necessary for protecting the interoust of Mauritius, foreign States
may lay or maintain cables or pipelines on the continental shelf

and the seabed of the exclusive economic zone,

(4) No cables or pipelines shall be laid on the continental
ghelf or on the seabed of the exclusive economic zone unless the
authority of the Prime Minister has been obtained for the delinea-

tion of the course of the cables or pipelines.

(5) Nothiny in subsection (2) shall apply in relation to
Tishing by a citizen of Mauritius or a body corporate rezgistered

in Mauritiug and approved by the Minister of Fisheries,

(6) Ships and aircraft of all States shall, subject'to the
exercise by Mauritius of its sovereign rights over its continental
shelf or within the exclusive economic zone enjoy the following

freedoms -
(a) frecdom of navigation; and

(b) freedom of overflight.

Historic 8, (1) The Prime Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette,
vaters, specify the limits of the historic wakers,
-4
{(2) The sovercign rizhls of Mauritius extends, and has always

extended, to the historic waters and to the seabed and subsoil

underlying, and the air space over, the historic waters.,

Designated 9. The Prime Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette, -
areas of the
continental
shelf and the
exclusive exclusive economic zone to be a desi-mated area; and
economic zone,

(a) declare any arca of the continental shelf or the

(b) make such provisions as he considers necessary with

respect to -

(i) the exploration, exploitation and protection of

the resources within the designated areas

(ii) the safety and protection of srtificial islands,
off-shore terminals, installations and other

structures and devices in the designated area;

duc['
(5ii) the resulation and Soasmel- of scientific

regearch in the desismated areas
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(iv) the protection of the marine environment in

the designated areas

(v) customs and other fiscal matters in relation

to the designated areaj

(vi) the regulation of entry into and passage of

foreign ships through the designated area;

(vii) the establishment of fairways, sealanes,
traffic separation schemes or any other mode
of ensuring freedom of navigation which is

not prejudicial to the interest of Mauritius.

Extension of 10, The Prime Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette, =
enactments.
(a) extend with such restrictions and modifications as

he thinks fit, any enactment in force to the
continental shelf or the exclusive economic zone,

or any part thereof, including any designated area;

(b) make such provisions as he considers necessary for

facilitating the enforcement of that enactment,

Publication 11. The Prime Minister may cause the baseline, the limits
of charts. of the territorial waters, the continental shelf, the exclugive

economic zone and the historic waters.to be published in charts,

Offences, 12. (1) Any person vho coniravenes any provision of this Act or
any regulation or Order made under this Act, shall commit an
offence and shall, on conviction, bc liable to a fine not excecding
two hundred thousand rupees or to pen.l servitude not exceeding

five years.

(2) Any person vho commits an offence shall be tried in

the Intermediate Court.

Offences by 13, (1) Where an offence is committed by -

agent and

body (2) an agent, the person for whom the agent is acting;
corporate.

(b) a body corporate, every person who, at the time of
the commission of the offence, was concerned in the
management of the body corporate or was purporting

to act in a manacrerial cepacity,

shall also commit the like offence, unless he proves that the

offence was comnitted without his knowledge or congent and that he

Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/11/21 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000100060001-6



Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/11/21 : CIA-RDP08C01297R000100060001-6

"\~ - 6 |-

took all reasonable steps to prevent the commission of the offence.

(2) MNotwithstonding subsection (1), where an offence has been
committed by a body corporate and it is proved that the offence has
been committed with the consent, whether express or implied, or the
connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part of the
director, manager, secretary or other officer of the body co:porate,
such director, manager, secretary ox other officer shall commit the

like offence.

Application 14. Wriere any provision of this Act or of any regulation or
of Act. Order made under this Act is in conflict with the provision of any
other enactment in force, such provision of this Act or of such

regulation or Order shall prevail.

Regulations, 15, (1) The Primec Minister may malie such regulations as he

considers necessary for carrying out the purposes of this Act,

(2) In perticular and without prejudice to the foregoing
power, regulations made under subsection (1) may provide for all

or any of the following matters -

(a) the regulation of the conduct of any person in the
territorial waters, the continental shelf, Ehe

oxclusive economic zone or the historic waters;

(v) the rvegulation of the exploration and exploitation,
conservation and management of the resources of the

continental shelf and the exclusive economic zoneg

(¢) the regulation of the constrmetion, maintenance of
artificial islands, off-shore terminals, installations

and other structures and devices;

(d) the preservation and the protection of the marine
environment and the prevention and control of marine

pollutions

comduet
e the regulation and ég%%*ei of scientific research;
&

——— .,

(f) the fees in relation to liconces; and

(g) any matter incicental to any of the matters specified
in paragraphs (a) to (f).
Cd‘w‘me"qw”’d 16 . Tiis FAet shall corme N 1 ﬁb‘*c“' o & “ﬁ
t. be Fxed Lj G ecelanalbtion.
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